FROM VALMY TO THE DANUBE
moved down river to Maestricht, -with a load of muni-
tions; while at the battle of the Roer, on October znd,
he was again in the limelight.
The point chosen for the crossing of that river was
opposite Ratheim, "where an island, overshadowed by
steep wooded banks, provided a foothold. Bernadotte
paid full tribute to Ney for his share in the movement,
which extended the Sambre-et-Meuse in three pursuing
columns "whose goals were Diisseldorf, Cologne, and
Coblentz. Ney with his flying horsemen pressed on the
rout to Dtisseldorf.
The army of ex-pedlar Jourdan was now regarded
as the finest in Europe. The National Convention
decreed a standard, To the Sambre-et-Meuse from a
grateful country', -while Carnot declared: "These young
warriors have shown that in firmness and stability they
can surpass all that history tells us of the Greek phalanx
and the Roman legion.3
In this spirit Ney rode out on October 4th with a
small body of horse and foot, and a couple of guns, to
intercept an enemy convoy at Neuss, before it could
reach the Rhine crossing at Dtisseldorf. Contrary to
expectations, however, the convoy remained in the
streets instead of taking to the open, whereupon Ney
swept through the town and captured the wagons that
had not been fired during the panic. Next morning he
hung on the heels of the Austrians as far as Diisseldorf,
only withdrawing when their artillery spoke from the
walls.
He was next employed to consolidate the district
abandoned by the enemy, stretching from Meuse to
Rhine. Later on he joined the besiegers in front of
Maestricht, which surrendered early in November after
Ney, under a flag of truce, had communicated -with the
civil authorities.
Meanwhile the old haberdasher general was anxious
to secure Ney for his own staff, but Kleber held up the
transfer by appealing to the Committee of Public Safety.
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